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Research methodology. The results are obtained using such research 

methods: dialectical and systematic (in clarifying the nature of social policy as a 

complex dynamic system); historical and logical (in identifying conceptual 

approaches of key economic schools to disclosing the category of «social justice»); 

statistical (while processing the data on the division of responsibility for ensuring 

social protection between subjects of the social partnership in the countries of 

European Union and regulation of property differentiation  in society). 

Results. Based on the analysis of scientific literature and generalization of  the 

experience of social policy reformation in the EU, the conceptual foundations for its 

reform in Ukraine are revealed. It is shown that the approach regarding the social 

factor as a secondary one to the economic factor, which is inherent in the concepts of 

economic centrism, is not modern. Social policy objectives require correction of form 

and content of objective social contradictions, and  largely subjective ones, to 

optimize the solution of the dilemma between the economy and society. It was proved 

that social justice is a value concept and is in the social comparisons system. It is 

perceived as a moral-political, legal and economic category in the mass awareness. 

This is the system of rules, principles and public institutions providing political, legal, 

economic rights and material resources. The conclusion is drawn about the fact that 

the balance of economic opportunity and social costs, harmonization of public 

relations, sustainable economic development are necessary to maintain the positive 

trend. 

Novelty. The research tools of the category of «social justice» and «social 

policy» from reproduction positions of human needs and capabilities in the global 

environment are improved.  The need to increase the responsibility of the subjects of 

social process (government, business, employees) for ensuring the rights and normal 

standard of living necessary for their existence and development is proved. 

Practical value. The results of the research can be used to develop new 

cognitive approaches in the study of the state and the market coordinating society 



development, in the adjustment of state social programs and social protection 

mechanisms. 
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