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Research methodology. The results are obtained on the basis of application of methods:

analysis and synthesis – in defining subsurface mineral rights and their specification in acting

legislative and regulations of Ukraine; systematization – when streamlining the set of knowledge

about the formation of the strategy of rent-seeking behavior in the sphere of subsoil use; general

and  specific  –  while  determining  the  existing  distribution  of  subsurface  mineral  rights;

theoretical generalization – in identifying the causes of the dilution of ownership rights to the

subsoil.

Results. It is proved that the strategy of rent-seeking behavior of the state in the sphere of

subsoil use, similarly to the Strategy of sustainable development "Ukraine – 2020", should be

based on certain specific targets, the motion vectors, priorities and indicators of formation and

development of rent relations in the sphere of subsoil use.

In order to understand the essence of the current grading system and the specification of

ownership of the subsoil in Ukraine, it is suggested to consider the current hierarchical system of

laws and regulations. It is revealed that in legislative practice there is no understanding of the

essence of a differential rent as an economic category capable of determining the income of the

state and an accounting entity – a subsoil user.

The existing dilution of property rights to the subsoil is analyzed, leading to the formation

of rent-oriented strategy of behavior of economic entities – subsoil users.

Novelty. The main cause of dilution of property rights to the subsoil is revealed, which is

based on rent-oriented strategy of behavior of economic entities – subsoil users.

In  the  course  of  the  study,  the  necessity  of  developing  specific,  clear,  unambiguous

specification of property rights to the subsoil between the state and economic entity – subsoil

user, which will allow to minimize corruption, reduce the "shadowing" of financial flows in the

mining sector and to harmonize the economic mechanism of rent relations aimed at minimization

and optimization of rent budget contribution in Ukraine.

Practical value. It is proposed to accelerate the process of carrying out state examination

of a geological economic evaluation of minerals reserves for the purpose of determination of the
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objective amount of rent payments in the sphere for subsoil use for their withdrawal to the state

budget of Ukraine.
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