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VOLUNTARY CERTIFICATION OF TIMBER PRODUCTS AND ITS 

PLACE IN THE GREEN PROCUREMENT POLICY OF GERMANY 

 

Forests provide numerous ecosystem goods and services which are crucial for 

humanity. Besides combating climate change, forests provide an important natural 

construction material. Therefore, it is necessary to find a way of using the forests 

while incorporating the needs of present and future generations. Certification of 

timber is a market tool that shall contribute to this process. Originally, forest 

certification had been introduced after concerns about the world’s tropical forest 

situation led to international reactions such as boycotting tropical timber. Large scale 

production of palm oil and wood as building material by foreign companies has 

facilitated massive deforestation in tropical areas of Africa, South America and South 

East Asia. While forests in developed regions of the world have started to recover 

from former periods of intense deforestation, the problem has now shifted to 

countries in transition and developing countries. For example, according to the Food 

and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Africa has lost 10% of 

its primary forests in the last 20 years while South America records a loss of 9%. 

The private sector contributes via environmental labelling schemes for 

sustainable forest management. The consequent certification aims to combine the 

valuation and protection of forest resources with its sustainable use. From the side of 

governments, an adequate legal background shall support these private initiatives. 

Examples of relevant international legislative requirements for timber trade include: 

REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation), the EU Action 

Plan on Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) and the derived 

EU Timber Regulation. These policies shall ensure legal origin of the imported 

timber. On the other hand, there are several requirements for public procurement on a 

national basis in Germany because green procurement policies are a major driving 

factor for timber certification. Publicly procured wood accounts for up to 25% of a 
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country’s total wood demand, thus, if major wood consuming countries implement 

procurement requirements for the use of timber this can be considered as an effective 

tool for influencing the timber market structure. 

Prohibitions on the use of tropical timber were formerly applied in the public 

sector of European countries such as Norway and Germany. However, after 

certification evolved as a tool for sustainable forestry, the legislative situation eased 

in response. Within the European Union demand for certified timber is steadily 

increasing, mainly for the reason of stricter procurement policies within the private 

and the public sector. Legal origin of wood is the minimum standard within the EU 

import regulations whereas often the member state specific procurement policies 

additionally demand for certification by voluntary sustainability standards from either 

the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) or the Programme for the Endorsement of 

Forest Certification Schemes (PEFC). 

On a national level in Germany, green procurement is given high priority when 

it comes to the use of tropical timber. The underlying document for national and 

federal state-wide green procurement regulations is the ‘Joint Instruction on the 

Procurement of Wood Products’ from 22.12.2010. According to this document, the 

federal government commits to the support of sustainably managed forests and will 

only procure certified timber. 

According to the German regulations, the following options are recognised a 

proof for sustainable origin of the procured timber: 

 the timber has been certified by FSC and/or PEFC; 

 the timber has been certified by an equivalent scheme while the proof for 

equivalence has been carried out by the Johann Heinrich von Thünen Federal 

Research Institute in Hamburg (vTI) or the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation 

(Bundesamt für Naturschutz – BfN); 

 or that the timber has not been certified by FSC or PEFC, however, has been 

harvested according to the respective sustainability standards of either of the two 

schemes. In this case, evidence is to be given by either vTI or BfN. 
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