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Research methodology. The following methods were used: analysis and synthesis - for 

detalization of market functions, the criteria for classification and structure of the food market by 
dividing it into separate components and combining separate elements in the whole etc. 

Results. The genesis of the formation of the notion of «market» is considered; basic market 
functions are examined; and major approaches to determining the nature of the food market are 
highlighted. It is pointed out that despite the existence of many different classification criteria of 
food markets, in most papers, markets are classified by area of operation, types of products, the 
nature of channeling food resources, feedstock for the production of food, the level of technological 
processing of raw materials. The features of food market functioning are given and its structure is 
revealed.  

Novelty. Two new classification features of food markets are identified: affordability of 
products for end users and the purpose of food. On the basis of affordability of products for end 
consumers, food markets are divided into social food markets (which refer to food products that are 
part of the minimum consumption basket), food products markets for the middle class (the food in 
the middle price category) and luxury products food markets (exotic and expensive products).  

Depending on the purpose of food, the food product markets are divided into mass product 
markets, product markets for individual consumers, baby food markets and medical and health care 
food markets. 

Practical value. New classification of food markets is developed, which allows for more 
detailed analysis of processes characteristic of Ukraine’s food market,  with structural changes 
introduced to consumer sector by macroeconomic policy of the state taken into account. 
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