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TO THE PROBLEM OF EVALUATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES POTENTIAL AND
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY IN URBAN SETTLEMENTS

A. V. Bardas, D.E., Prof., SHEI «National Mining Universityy, A. V. Dudnyk, Ass. Prof., SHEI
«National Mining University»

Research methodology. Obtained results are based on hypothetical-deductive method — while
developing the hypothesis about correlation between natural resources potential of urban areas and
their environmental quality; system approach — in studying an urban settlement as an urban system that
includes elements of the nature and depends on it.

Results. It has been proposed to use a set of qualitative indicators to evaluate the quality of
urban environment. This set is divided into two groups: «Environment pollution in your city» and
«Satisfaction with environmental situation in your city». Evaluation is proposed to be done by
individual polls of local inhabitants. The questionnaires include a polar scale to fulfill the principles of
respondents’ sample selection to guarantee reliability of the research results. These results must be
taken in consideration during the process of developing plans for the city’s future enlargement and its
environmental policy, with special attention to reservation and/or recultivation of natural resources
potential of urban areas.

Novelty. The dependence of urban safety upon the levels of territory assimilation capacity is
formulated, based on the natural ecosystem ability for self-recovery and the natural resources potential
of an urban area. A number of recommendations are given to determine the quality of city
environment.

Practical value. The obtained results could become a basis for a new methodological approach
to evaluation of natural resources potential of urban settlements in the process of making managerial
decisions dealing with city planning and local authorities’ control of the use of lands and buildings
thereon.

Keywords: environmental economics, urbanization, sustainable development, natural resource
potential, urban settlement.
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