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Research methodology. The theoretical and methodological basis for this study were
official documents, reports and research work related to competitiveness issues in the context of
technical institutes of higher education for sustainable development. The study in this article
applied the methods of analysis and logical aggregation of research papers by various authors
and analysis of empirical experience in the field of University education for sustainable
development. In particular, the authors relied on the results of their previous studies in the field
of university education reforming for sustainable development.

Results. Research reaffirmed the role of universities as key element in realisation of
sustainable development goals. In this regard universities have a triunique function: integration
of sustainable development concept into education, disseminating ideas and professional training
for providing sustainability.

Consistent implementation of a HESD strategy gives the university an opportunity to
maintain such competitive advantages as: holistic approach, using the strengths of partners,
outstripping development in market conditions, visibility for all stakeholders, and innovation of
educational services.

HESD strategy is not ‘a frozen’ policy, and requires consistency in the efforts of
universities and their stakeholders. Systematised research activities, analytical reviews of
universities best practices’ results, publishing multi-author monographs on the problems of
sustainable development, publishing books and manuals, designing other educational ‘green’
packages is getting highly relevant therefore.

Novelty. It was confirmed that the selection of methodological framework of a HESD
strategy for technical university includes three mandatory directions: (1) ‘Greening’ of
educational programs; (2) External partnership and responsibility; (3) Implementation of a
breakthrough innovation in the internal organization.

Practical value. The HESD strategy involves the implementation of a breakthrough
innovation — a radical transformation of educational products and services that are offered to the

market. It is shown that internal initiatives are the ground for the extent and depth of the reforms



on the ‘greening’ of the university, thus being the beginning of implementation of University
HESD strategy.
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